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ITHRILLING STORY.

Froze to Death.

A NARROW ESCAPE FOR HIMSELF

Terrible Adventure ln a Trip Home from
Pern to Hall Township on the
Nightof Nov. 23,1839, In
a Driving Storm.

Mr. Fred Heintz, of Hollowayville,
was s rvisltor to the RerurLicax office,
last week, to renew his subscription for
bimself and a danghter in Chicago,and
while here he exhibited a receipt for
the first number of the RrrusLicaN af-

the receipt reads aa follows:

‘BUREAU COUNTY REPUBLICAN OFFICE.
Puxceton, ILL., Jan. 21, 1534,
Beenlved of . Helota one dollar and forty
eents. In full to subseription from No, 1, vol.
1.to No. 1, vol. L, belnx one year.
Hxwrrr & BaTes, proprietors.””

Mr. Heintz had with him all the re
oeipts for the Reprericax issued from
that date to the present time, all prop-
erly schedulad and flled, showing his
methodical manner of keeping his ao-
pounts. We have had a pleasant ao-
quaaintance with Mr. Heintz for the past
thirty-six years, and he [salways a wel-
ooms visitor to thisoffics. He hascon.
tinwed to reside upon the same farm
npon which he entersd into business
for bimself nearly sixty years ago, and
he belongs to that class of republicans
ever to be fouud ready to disoharge the
politionl duties properly belooging to
American citizens, whather native or
adopted.

MR. FRED HEINTI.

Mr. F. Heintz tells how Henry Miller.

‘Iin
‘| boarding house and got their-dinners.

Mr. Helntzs bas prepared am aoccoant
of that famouns night of freezing weath.
er of some sixty years ago, heretofore
referred to by the ReroBrican,when he
ventared with two others, to make the
journey back te the farm on which he
was employed, from Peru to Hall town-
ahip,on foot. He arrived in Burean
county Aog. 14, 1830, coming to this
oountry with Henry Miller, and the
family of Jaoob Crolsantfrom Germany.
Nine days later be made the acqasain-
tanocs of Henry Hassler, of Belby town-
ship, who had been living in this coun-
try about four years. Atthat time the
oountry looked lonesome and wild, and
Mr. Heintz more thano opoe wished
himself back in Germany. He remaln-
od & weak at the home of Mr. Hassler,
assisting him about the farm, when he
told him he would like to get a situa-

Jtlon with English speaking people, so
ter Its oonsolidation Januoary 1, 1858,

he could learn to speak the English
language; thersupon Mr, Hassler went
with him to the home of Robert Scott
in Hall township, and the result was
that Mr. Boott gave him employment
on the farm for one year for $150.

On Baturday morning, Nov. 23, 1839,
several inches of anow fell, and the in-
dieations were fortheadvent of winter,
bat on Banday morning the sun came
oat bright and comparatively pleasant.
After breakfast Bunday morning, -he
began the study of hls UGerman Bible,
which was the only book he had for
many years after coming to this coun-
try. While thus engaged, two of Mr.
Boott’s daughters, one after another,

ted that the day was pleasant
enongh to be out of doors, and the
thought struck him that perhaps the
family were expecting company. -
jng this view of the matter, he went
over to the residence of Ed. Hall, about
a mile morth west from the home of Mr.
Soott, where Henry Miller was employ-
od. “].‘hm two were later 3::1;:&(! by
another farm hand named George Pi-
ter. Mlller and rifer suggested that
they visit Peruand asked Mr. Heintz to
go with them, which after some persua-
slon he consentad to do, Miller volun-
teering to let him ride his horse, while
he and Pifer walked.
- They reached Peru about one o'clock
the afternoon; went to a French

Plfer and Mlller later went to a store

and bought some goods to take home
with them, and about four o'clock they

1 started in that direction. "Oo reachiog
Athe big bill east of Spriog Valley, a

strong wind aond driving snow set in,
and the weather began to grow bitterly
oold. There was a log house standing
up the valley, and when they reached
it they discovered a big blarze in the

‘| fireplace within, and went in and by

permission got warm. Miller wanted l

fire and a light, where a

L were badl
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the pnrt;ltu stay there for the nignt,
but Mr. Heiotz sald he preferred to go
home. So Pifer was allowed to ride the
horse from that point and Miller and
Heintz started on afoot. Psasing on
they.came to a-dead tree a short dis
tanoe from the road, which mmEﬂuﬂ,

and Miller wantad to go to the tree
get warm again, but Mr. Heintz insist-
el that they push along and get home
before freeziog to death. They kept on
until they came to the palnt where Mil-
ler was to leave Heintz, and go to his
home at Hall's, ' When they separated,
the snow had almost blinded the pedes.
trians, From Mr. Hall's place on the
Prinoeton and Peru road thers wers no
houses.

Mr. Helotz had to take the road to
sonth, whioch was not traveled muoch,
and he had been along that way only
onos bafore. It was fast growing dari,
and he lost his way. He had a handirers
ohlet tled over his head and ears to
protect them from freezing, but the
melting of the suow whish drifted un-
der it made it of little protection.

warm breath, just enoogh to settls on
his eyebrows and about his ears. It
seemed he kept on walking, not really
knowing which way he was golng, when
he stepped on an lcy pond, and broke
through, getting bimself wet up to hi

body. He got out of the water asquick-
Iy as posaible, and continued on hi

way, every little while calling on th

Lord to save him from perishi on
the wild prairie, by the freezing blast,

Hariog faced the wind as long as he
could stand it, he turned about and
wont with the wind, and kept travellng
nntil he ran up against & fence., His
eyes were almost frozen shut so hecould
scarcely see. A little further on he
came up agalnst some graln stacks.
He got behind one of these stacks,
rabbad his eyes with his frozen fingers
and tried to get s survey of hissur-
roundings. He smelled smoke, and
looking a little distance from the stack
he saw a light, Hetbenstarted inthat
dirsction and came to a window, and
soon found the door, He knocked and
was admitted. When bhe knooked,
some one asked him if he wanted the
doctor., He could not talk,but went in.
mitted,

In the next room there wasa good
40 sat read-
ing. It was then abouF nime o'slock.
He took the banodkerchlef from about
his head, but he was pot in the room
long when he discoversd that his ears
frozen, and beeame very
painful. His Angers were also frozen
clear up to his hands. The man who
sat reading by the light, pald no atten-
tiom to Mr. Heintz. Finally he asked
for s basin of water, whioch the man got
for him. This he took and put his
hands in to remove the frost and stop
the pain if possible; and as his frozen
clothing began to thaw, and the water

dripped down, Mr, Heintz felt he was
indeed in a pitiable condition. Then

Mr. Helntz went to the fire to thaw oat
but it was some time before he could
t his boots off, He asked the manto
{n:l.li give him & ocup of coffes, but re-
oelved instead & cup of hot tesa.

The man then asked him if he wonld
like to lie down,and Mr. Heints replied -
that he would, and was taken to anoth-
N7 S0rhi e ok el W AR
any ng. wra up in » but-
faln robe and left. ﬁr. Heintz found
his clothiog was again h(lnm to
fresze, so he got up and went to
iy oot gl il gy ooy
amoumé of w -] ] ap
and sat there all night. -

At daylight & man came down stairs,
and he told him he had lost his way .
and had been there all night; that he
was working for Robert Seott, and -
asked bim if he would be kind enough
to point out the way to his place; this
the man did. It was about two miles
and a half distant. The imorning was
as cold as ever, but he put ont for the
Soott place. When he arrived, Mr,
Boott asked him where Miller was, as

Bome of the snow was melted by his| Mr. Hall's horse, which Mr. Miller had

taken to Peru was there in his yard,
and eame from the east that morning,
but after awhile the horse ,returned to
Mr. Hall's place.

The retgrn of the horse awakened in-
quiry at the Hall home, and jthey sent
over to see if Mr. Helotz had got home.
Finding he had, an lnvestigation was
commenced for an%hﬂllnr and they
went to the home of Wm. Miller to find
if he had stopped there. While there,
an Irishman named Delano, came in
from Peru, and told them thére wasa
man frozen to death by the burning
tree which Mr. Heintz mentloned be-
fore. There they found Henry Miller
frozen to death. The men took the re-
msins to the home of Mr, Hall, made a
box and laid them away to rest in the
Miller cemetery in Hall townshlp. The
indications were that Miller after leav-
ing Mr. Heintz, had turned back to the
tree, which was on fire, to warm him.
self, and there was frozen.

'the house where Mr. Heintz spent
the previous night, was that of Dr.
Whitehead, and to this mocident he
owed his lliu, but it was some tlme af-
terwards that he learmed his name,
His frosted ears and trouble with his
eyes made him an lovalid for some
weeks, besides his hands were almost
useless, the skin and r nails ail
coming off. To this day Mr. Heintz's
sars are almost as hard as bone. That
was the most dreadful visitation In
the life of Mr. Heintz, and possibly as
severe, if nos more so than that experi-
snoed L;r any of the early settlers of
Bureau couoty.




